Comparative studies on clinical features and CSF proteins of motor neuron disease patients.
Clinical features such as types of diseases, sex ratio, age of onset, sites of initial involvement, the appearance of bulbar signs, and duration of illness were studied in 52 patients with motor neuron disease (MND) with a special reference to immunoglobulin in cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) and serum. Although MND has been thought to be a degenerative disease of unknown cause, our data suggested there are some immunological abnormalities in this disease. The duration of illness and the abnormalities of CSF immunoglobulins appeared to be correlated with the type of disease and the site of initial involvement. However, whether or not these abnormalities in CSF immunoglobulins are directly related to the pathogenesis of MND remains unclear.